Simultaneous occurrence of acute myelogenous leukemia and seminoma of the testis.
Simultaneous tumors are rarely encountered during the course of acute leukemias. We report on a case of seminoma of the testis that occurred during the evolution of acute myelogenous leukemia. To our knowledge, this simultaneous association has not previously been described, but a causal relationship was not apparent in the present case. The likelihood of a common carcinogenesis existed, but direct exposure to carcinogens could not be established. Although the results of a physical examination and echography were normal at the time of diagnosis, we cannot exclude the presence of microscopic cancer of the testis. Since the dissemination pattern of seminoma is usually slower than that observed in this case and the disease remains limited to the lymph nodes for long periods following dissemination, the rapid development of the present case might have been attributable to the immunosuppression and the scrotal sepsis that occurred during the induction therapy. Immunosuppression might have stimulated the progression of a primary microscopic seminoma and the development of metastasis, whereas the scrotal sepsis and inflammation might have favored the occurrence of metastasis through bypass of the lymphatic barrier.